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Use of Anti-Short Bushings for Terminating Type MC Cable 
 

There has been much confusion within the installation and inspection communities regarding the 
use of anti-short bushings for terminating Type MC Cable.  The confusion stems from the 
practice by some MC Cable manufacturers to include anti-short bushings with their cable.  The 
inclusion of anti-short bushings with coils or reels of MC Cable is based on historical practice 
relating to the requirements of 320.40 of the NEC, which mandates the use of anti-short bushing 
or its equivalent protection for Type AC Cable. 
 
Fittings used with Type MC Cable are required to be listed per 330.6 of the NEC. NEMA 
supports the use of listed fittings for MC Cable. The design of these fittings may or may not 
include an insulated throat, however the fittings are required to be provided with a smooth, 
rounded end stop so the metal sheath of the cable will not pass through and the wires will not be 
damaged in passing over the end stop. Whether or not an insulated throat is part of the listed 
fitting, these listed MC fittings do not require an additional anti-short bushing. Any anti-short 
bushings supplied with the cable by the MC Cable manufacturer are optional and not required.  
 
ROP #7-116 from the May 2001 Report on Proposals (ROP) for the 2002 NEC was a proposal 
seeking to require anti-short bushings on all MC Cable termination installations. 
The following is an excerpt from the Panel statement rejecting the proposal: 
 

Anti-short bushings are not required for Type MC cable in accordance with the listing for 
the product.  The termination fittings approved for use with Type MC cables are designed 
such that the wires will not come in contact with the cut edge of the armor; the throat of 
the fitting is small enough to prevent contact with the armor.  Type MC termination 
fittings perform the same function for Type MC cable as Type AC terminations plus the 
anti-short bushing do for Type AC cable. 

 
NEMA supports the uniform adoption and enforcement of the NEC and recommends that local 
Authorities Having Jurisdiction follow the requirements of NEC Section 330.6, Listing 
Requirements. Section 330.6 requires that the fitting be listed but does not mandate the use of an 
anti-short bushing.  
 
Distribution List: 
Standards and Conformity Assessment Policy Committee 
Codes and Standards Committee 
NEMA Executive Staff 
  



NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER 
 

The information in this publication was considered technically sound by the consensus of 
persons engaged in the development and approval of the document at the time it was developed. 
Consensus does not necessarily mean that there is unanimous agreement among every person 
participating in the development of this document. 

 
NEMA standards and guideline publications, of which the document contained herein is one, are 
developed through a voluntary consensus standards development process. This process brings 
together volunteers and/or seeks out the views of persons who have an interest in the topic 
covered by this publication. While NEMA administers the process and establishes rules to 
promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not write the document and it does not 
independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy or completeness of any information or the 
soundness of any judgments contained in its standards and guideline publications. 

 
NEMA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature 
whatsoever, whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory, directly or indirectly 
resulting from the publication, use of, application, or reliance on this document. NEMA 
disclaims and makes no guaranty or warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy or 
completeness of any information published herein, and disclaims and makes no warranty that the 
information in this document will fulfill any of your particular purposes or needs. NEMA does 
not undertake to guarantee the performance of any individual manufacturer or seller’s products 
or services by virtue of this standard or guide. 

 
In publishing and making this document available, NEMA is not undertaking to render 
professional or other services for or on behalf of any person or entity, nor is NEMA undertaking 
to perform any duty owed by any person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document 
should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a 
competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given 
circumstances. Information and other standards on the topic covered by this publication may be 
available from other sources, which the user may wish to consult for additional views or 
information not covered by this publication. 

 
NEMA has no power, nor does it undertake to police or enforce compliance with the contents of 
this document. NEMA does not certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for 
safety or health purposes. Any certification or other statement of compliance with any health or 
safety-related information in this document shall not be attributable to NEMA and is solely the 
responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement. 
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